May 10, 2007

By Pam Johnson
CGourier Senior Staff Writer
hree Guilford youths helped
rain down donated money in
true “cats and dogs” fashion
recently, delivering a windfall of
nearly $800 in contributions to the
Guilford Animal Shelter.

“It was all very unexpected,”
said Animal Control Officer Deb-
bie Volpe, who added the depart-
ment was very grateful for the sur-
prise donations,

The first surprise came when
16-year-old Joe Petrowski gave
$367 from funds raised during the
Christmas holiday season. The
money was contributed by viewers
drawn to Petrowski’s home holi-
day light show. The show-stopping
display illuminated his family’s
home on Valley Shores Drive,

The display included 26,000
lights and was coordinated by
Petrowski’s computer program-
ming, Lighting sequences were set
to music Petrowski broadcast over
a short-wave FM transmitter.
Viewers in vehicles could tune in
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Nearly $800 in donations went to the Guitford Animal Shetter recently, thanks to Guitford youths (from left to right) Joe Petrowski,
Matthew Walwer, and Shawn Ross. With the boys are moms Dorothy Walwer and Dawn Ross, (left to right, rear), Guilford Animal Control
Officer Debbie Volpe, and Guitford Police Officer Joanne Shove and her dog, Scout. Photo by Pam Johnson
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their radiog to experience an adgj.
tional layer of entertainment.
As part of his broadcast, 1 had a
small voicegyer saying I wag co).
ing donations for the American
Cancer Society and the [Guilford]
imal Shelter,” explained
Petrowsls,
The holiday light show marked
Petrowski’s first public lighting
display, although, he adds, “T've
always been interested in lights,”
Petrowski raigeq a total of $734
and split the money into two loca]
onations, Relay for Life of the
Shoreline and Guilford Anima]
Shelter. Petrowski said he plans to

re-invent hig display to raise more
money to donate tq other worthy

Buddieg Matthew Walwér and
awn Ross, horn Just two days
apart, .decided t_o celebrate thejr

al lovers, combined
Dbarties and asked their 20 guests

Shelter insteaq

The boys raised a tota] of $405
at their party, which they brought
to the shelter with momg Dorothy

Walwer angd Dawn Rogs, While the
Walwer ang Ross familjes already

that visit,
the Guilforg Anima] Shelter found

a home for one more animal jp

The money donated by all three
Guilford youths to the Anima]
will be set aside for uses
ranging from unexpected emer-.
gencies such g4
unclaimed injureq animal to 3 vet.
erinarian to assisting with adop-
tion fees, sajd Volpe,
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